
50th IST Ops & 77th SSC meeting
in Bruges, Belgium

22 - 26 September 2025



The Belgian Defence is honored 
to welcome you to the medieval

heart of  Bruges,
where advanced Multinational 

Cooperation in Strategic Mobility 
meets the Timeless Charm of  this 

Historic city.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7pt2Zwg79g


Bruges is a beautiful medieval city 
almost untouched by time.

If  you like jazz, you will be well 
catered for. 

If  you like chocolate and beer, you will 
be in heaven.



How to reach the historic center of  Bruges

Of  the four Belgian airports, Brussels Airport Zaventem and Ostend-Bruges International Airport are the two best options 

for traveling to Bruges. These airports offer the most convenient connections to the historic city of  Bruges. 

Brussels South Charleroi Airport is an alternative, but it is not recommended due to its poor public transport links.

From Brussels Airport Zaventem:

Hourly direct trains to Bruges depart from the station beneath the terminal. Alternatively, take first a train to Brussels 

North, Brussels Central or Brussels South (midi/Zuid) and transfer to a train heading to Ostend, Knokke or Blankenberge. 

Total travel time is about 1 hour and 30 min.

From Ostend-Bruges International Airport:

Bus number 60 departs from the “Raversijde Luchthaven” stop, right in front of  the terminal, and takes you to Ostend 

Station in just 20 min. From here, three trains per hour go directly to Bruges. The ride takes about 15 min.

When taking the train to Bruges, be sure to choose 'Bruges' station and not 'Bruges-Saint-Pierre’.

For exact travel times and ticket prices, you can always use the journey planner of  the national railway company.

Another option to reach the picturesque city of  Bruges from the airports is by rental car or taxi, offering flexibility and a

direct route to the historic center. The best choice by taxi is to be dropped off  directly at the hotel. 

When travelling by rental car please note that a low-traffic zone is in effect in the city center.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7pt2Zwg79g
https://maps.app.goo.gl/kz7bxsoHj5DTeTva7
https://www.belgiantrain.be/en/travel-info/current/current-departure-times
https://www.brugge.be/sites/default/files/2024-10/Kaart%20Autoluw%20gebied%202024.pdf


How to reach the historic center of  Bruges
from the station

Upon arriving at Bruges Station, take bus number 1 or 2 (every 5 min) from platform A1 and get off  at the 

“Brugge Dijver” stop. The hotel is just a 350-meter walk from there. A bus ticket costs €3.

For live departure times, you can check the bus company’s journey planner.

Another option is the free shuttle bus (every 25 min) that connects the station with the city center.

To take it, board at the station and ride it to the “Brugge Dijver” stop.

From there, it's a 350-meter walk to the hotel.

As fit military personnel, a 1.7 km walk through the heart of  historic Bruges is, of  course, a suitable alternative.

For those traveling by (rental) car, the hotel offers parking (limited places) at €30/24 hr. (pre-booking is needed)

Alternatively, you can use the station parking, which is the most affordable in the city at €7/24hr including a free bus ticket. 

From there, use one of  the previous options to reach the hotel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7pt2Zwg79g
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Brugge+Station+perron+A1/@51.1980845,3.2178417,77m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x47c350e753120e21:0xe17df23b83046877!2sBrugge!8m2!3d51.1976659!4d3.2178509!16s%2Fg%2F1hd_hmm03!3m5!1s0x47c350e755686867:0x6036723ec58edd8e!8m2!3d51.198158!4d3.217746!16s%2Fg%2F11ynxlbzz?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/qp7rR895wT4rXUd5A
https://www.delijn.be/en/routeplanner/
https://www.brugge.be/sites/default/files/2024-07/Centrumshuttle%20uurregeling_0.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Free+Shuttlebus+to+city+center/@51.1981794,3.2190363,54m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x47c3516229787bf3:0x21d95378bc8038cf!8m2!3d51.1981759!4d3.219282!16s%2Fg%2F11k9fnb1hc?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/qp7rR895wT4rXUd5A
https://www.interparking.be/en/parkings/bruges/station/


The Crown Plaza hotel

Located in the enchanting heart of  Bruges, the 
accommodation and meeting venue offers us an 
exquisite blend of  modern comfort and timeless 
charm. The hotel lies just a short stroll from the 

renowned Belfry of  Bruges and is directly opposite 
the majestic medieval Town Hall, offering a perfect 

backdrop for both business and leisure.

Adres: Burg 10, 8000 Bruges

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Crowne+Plaza+Bruges/@51.2097063,3.2236869,2472m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m9!3m8!1s0x47c350cf9244cb59:0x1cf6d2debbd94862!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d51.2091586!4d3.2272741!16s%2Fg%2F1tg4kj_5?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7pt2Zwg79g
https://panobirds.com/360/crowneplaza/


Monday

22/09/2025

Icebreaker in the Historic 

Residence of  the Military 

Commander of  the 

province of  West Flanders.

Wednesday 

24/09/2025

Icebreaker in the Historic 

Residence of  the Military 

Commander of  the 

province of  West Flanders.

Thursday

25/09/2025

Guided Tour and Tasting 

Experience at the Historic 

Halve Maan Brewery.

______

Hosted dinner

Tuesday

23/09/2025

Expert-guided City Tour of  

Bruges, ending with a mayoral 

reception in the Gothic chamber 

of  the Historic City hall.

______

Hosted dinner

Social events 



Bruges is like an old book whose pages 
cannot be easily turned. Every street, 

every corner tells its own story.
~

Louis Paul Boon 1912-1979
(Belgian writer)



If  you have any questions 

please don’t hesitate to contact:

Tom.ceunen@mil.be

or

ist@mcce-mil.com 

mailto:Tom.ceunen@mil.be
mailto:ist@mcce-mil.com
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